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He

Reflect & Discuss 

1. How do you see people dividing from one another? What issues separate them? Why do 
you think people do this? What are some of the negative consequences you’ve seen? 

2. Have you ever experienced a church division based on differences of belief (doctrine) or 
behaviors (practice)? What was it like? How did it affect you and other people? 

3. Do you think Christians should ever divide over anything? If so, what and why? 

4. How would you explain the difference between unity and uniformity? Why do you think 
people prefer uniformity in social groupings? 

5. Have you ever been pleasantly surprised as you’ve gotten to know someone who is very 
different than you? 

6. Have you ever experienced a “togetherness” that seemed to be from the Holy Spirit? 

7. Christian pointed out that most people in Paul’s world were comfortable with three 
divisions: Slave and Free (Social and Economic Status), Male and Female (Gender), Jew 
and Gentile (Religion). 

• How have you seen these same divisions outside the church (i.e., a secular context)? 

• How have you seen them inside the church (i.e., a Christian context)? 

8. Christian used Ephesians 2:1-10 to talk about what unites us. 
1 You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once lived, following the 
course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work among those who are disobedient. 3 All of us once lived among them in the passions 
of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of 
wrath, like everyone else. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with 
which he loved us 5 even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and 
seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come he 
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God— 9 not the result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are what he 
has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to 
be our way of life. 

• Can you recall the experience of being “dead in your sin”? What was it like? 

• Do you find accepting God’s grace for you to be easy or hard? Why? 

• Do you have a sense of what good works God has for you in his “mission”? What 
would they be? 
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Personalize It 

Let’s personalize and apply what we’ve been discussing. 

1. Find someone whose ideas about God are different from yours. Ask them to share their 
thoughts with you, and listen to them. 

2. Spend time with someone whose behaviors are different from yours. Try to see the world 
from their perspective. 

3. Think of someone from whom you feel divided. Pray for them and ask God to help you 
both see what unites you. 

4. How can we pray for you?
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